
e both love to travel 
and always spoke 
about experiencing 
life somewhere 

other than the UK. I was always 
more keen than Scott to do this, 
probably because career wise he 
wanted to become a partner.  

After a few tough years because of 
the recession he surprised me one 
day by announcing that he was up 
for a move abroad and so we began 
searching where to go.  

Not knowing where to begin we 
attended a Down Under Live event 
in Glasgow in March 2013 and at 
the event we met Borey Chum 
from Migration Associates.  

We realised we had enough 
‘points’ to get into New Zealand 
and from thereon in began doing a 
lot of research and fact finding.  

The more we researched the more 
we realized NZ was the place for us.  
The rebuild of Christchurch was a 
big draw as we realized that there 
were lots of potential job 
opportunities for Scott and that his 
skills were in demand.

We made the decision in October 
2013 to go on holiday to NZ for a 
month to have a look around. We 
spent three days in Christchurch as 
part of our trip and this experience 
made us realise that we could 
happily live there.  

MIGRATION PROCESS
Scott speculatively sent off his CV 
to a few quantity surveying 
practices in March 2014.  

We were both excited when he 
was offered a job within four 

W

Joanne and Chris love  
living close to the beach
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NAMES 
Joanne and Scott Noble-Nesbitt 

(both 40)

OCCUPATION 

In the UK, Joanne worked 

as company secretary for a 

social housing provider while 

Scott worked as partner in 

a construction consultancy 

(chartered surveyors). In NZ, 

Joanne works as an executive 

assistant while Scott works as a 

senior quantity surveyor 

MOVED FROM 

Brighton, UK

MOVED TO 

Christchurch, NZ

FURTHER 
INFORMATION 

Migration Associates can 

assist you and your family to 

obtain a visa to New Zealand. 

For more information about 

their services visit www.

migrationassociates.com.

Christchurch

“We’re embracing 
the outdoor life!”
With its fantastic work and lifestyle opportunities, Christchurch in New Zealand 
ticked all the boxes for Joanne Noble-Nesbitt and husband Scott...



days after a Skype interview. This 
meant however a crazy three 
months spent applying for  visas, 
packing up our house, quitting our 
jobs and basically unravelling our 
lives in England ready for the big 
move to New Zealand.  

We were extremely lucky and 
managed to get residency within 
three months from our initial 
application! There is no way we’d 
have got through the visa process 
ourselves so quickly without the 
help of Borey and his team.  He 
was always there to answer our 
questions no matter how daft or 
trivial they seemed.

As well as providing advice and 
support, Migration Associates also 
put us in contact with movers, 
banks and money brokers which 
made the process of moving a lot 
easier for us.

Borey knew we had to be in NZ 
by July so Scott could start work 
and he pulled out all the stops to 
ensure we got residency within a 
very quick timeframe. There is a 
lot of paperwork when emigrating 
but Borey made sure everything 
was completed properly.

Emigrating is an expensive 
process but in some ways that 
makes you more determined to 
succeed. We paid for our move 
from savings. There were the costs 
for our licensed immigration 
adviser, visa fees, medical fees, 
police check fees, shipping costs, 
insurance, flights… Sometimes the 

meet up with him and his family.  
My cousin and his wife really 
helped us with the transition into 
Kiwi life. They showed us the city, 
helped us find somewhere to live, 
fed us and lent us enough furniture 
to be able to survive until our 
container arrived.  Our first few 
months here would have been very 
different without them!

I started to look for a job a month 
before we arrived and had a 
telephone and Skype interview for 
an executive assistant position 
before we left. I was offered the job 
within my first week of arriving 
after I’d met my potential employer 
for coffee, and I started work in my 
third week here.

bills felt endless! The hardest thing 
about the move though was saying 
goodbye to family and friends – 
this wasn’t easy for us.

GETTING SETTLED
We arrived in New Zealand on  
2 July 2014 after a short holiday in 
Dubai. The first month we lived in 
a motel near the centre of 
Christchurch. Scott’s employer had 
arranged this through his relocation 
package. This enabled us to find 
out more about the city and where 
we wanted to live.

I have a cousin who lives in 
Christchurch and after not seeing 
each other for nearly 20 years it was 
great for Scott and I to be able to 

Within the first month of 
arriving we had both bought a car, 
which was great for exploring the 
city and travelling to work.

Before we arrived we had a 
rough idea of the areas we thought 
we’d like to live. After Scott had 
started work I spent a week 
walking around areas we’d 
earmarked looking at properties 
and attending ‘open houses’.  

It soon became obvious that the 
quality of accommodation was a lot 
less than what we were used too – 
poorly insulated, expensive and 
sometimes not big enough to house 
all our possessions which were 
being shipped over.

My cousin advised us to widen 
our search area as you get more for 
your money the further out you go.  
We realised this was true and 
eventually found a four-bedroomed 
house to rent in Tumara Park, 
which is situated towards the north 
east of Christchurch.  It’s a 
bungalow with a double garage and 
lots of land around it.

The properties in Tumara Park 
are generally three or four 
bedrooms and have large gardens.  
It seems as if it’s predominately 
families that live in the area.  

We will probably rent for a few 
more years. After that we may 
decide to sell our house back in the 
UK and buy a house here. There 
are some amazing houses here 
despite the earthquake and lots of 
new sections being built which 

could mean one day we can build 
our own dream home!

OUTDOOR LIFESTYLE
Near our rental property we have 
some amazing facilities. We live 
near a forest park which will be 
great for exploring on our bikes, 
and we’re about 10 minutes drive 
from the beach. We’ve got some 
great shops near us too.

We both feel that we are making 
more of our weekends since our 
move here. We enjoy exploring 
Christchurch at the weekend and 
seem to spend very little time in 
our house. We are embracing the 
NZ outdoor life and also drinking 
far more coffee!  

Work wise Scott is really busy 
and probably working slightly 
longer hours but the variety of 
work is greater than that in the UK 
and more interesting.  

The quality of food and drink in 
Christchurch is excellent and we’re 
really enjoying trying out new 
places. There’s a real buzz in 
Christchurch at the moment and 
lots of new bars and restaurants 
seem to be opening each week. The 
city really feels alive and people are 
excited by what is to come.

As for leisure activities, 
Christchurch offers everything 
from skiing and kayaking to surfing 
and mountain biking. Whilst 
Newcastle had great leisure 
opportunities there is definitely 
more activities here – all within 1.5 
hours from home.

Meeting new people has probably 
been one of the harder aspects of 
our new life. We heard about the 

❛ 
We managed to get residency 

within three months from our 
initial application! ❜

Christchurch Newcomers 
Network, and recently attended 
our first event. Through this I met 
a group of ladies and now meet up 
with them every Tuesday evening 
for a walk around Hagley Park and 
a coffee. This has been a great way 
to meet people experiencing the 
same as you and swap stories. 

We were also told about an 
internet site called ‘Meet Up’, 
which is basically a collection of 
groups (such as under 25’s, ladies 
only, book group, newcomers 
group etc) where you can join the 
group(s) which are of most interest 
to you. You soon realise that you’re 
not the only person new to the city 
and that others are looking to make 
new friends too.

The big miss would have to be 
friends and family back in the UK, 
but thanks to Skype it is easy to 
keep in touch.

As for the future, we plan to 
continue to settle in NZ, make 
friends, explore more of this 
amazing country, progress at work 
and buy a barbeque!

Our advice for other British 
people wanting to move to New 
Zealand is just do it! All throughout 
the process we kept saying we’d 
rather give it a go than always 
wonder ‘what if ’. If for whatever 
reason things don’t work out we 
can always go back to the UK. 

We would definitely use a 
licensed immigration adviser again. 
Borey and his team at Migration 
Associates didn’t just fill in forms 
for us, their experience and 
knowledge of the system was value 
for money.  
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Windswept but loving  
NZ’s outdoor lifestyle!

Below and right, Scott and Joanne love 
exploring their surroundings at the weekends

There are some great 
parks in Christchurch

Quantity surveyor 
Scott (above) found 
work in Christchurch 
prior to the move

Pros:
n  The outdoor activities, 

like skiing and kayaking.
n  Food and drink – there is 

an amazing variety of 
cuisines.

n  The friendly people  
and their great outlook 
on life. 

n  The chance to be a small 
part of the Christchurch 
Rebuild. 

n  The various groups for 
newcomers in 
Christchurch.  

CoNs:
n  Cost of renting and 

buying property.
n  Distance from friends 

and family.
n Lack of heating!
n  Driving – damaged roads 

following the 
earthquakes and crazy 
drivers.

n  Lack of Premiership 
football.

“MY  
ChristChurCh
Pros 
aNd 
CoNs”
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share your story!
If you are heading Down Under to start a new life and are willing to share the story about your move 
with us, we would love to hear from you! Simply email us at editor@australiamagazine.co.uk 
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Christchurch
Close to ski resorts and a breathtaking 
coastline, this city is perfectly located...

WhY MoVe to...

ROOM TO DEVELOP
NZ$350,000 (£170,642)
This large four-bedroom home with two 
bathrooms and a large section of land 
would be perfect for a family. It also 
has a permitted ‘sleepout’ with its own 
bathroom separate from house. It has 
huge possibilities, from accommodation to 
possibly land development potential with 
CCC approval. 

SPACIOUS TOWNHOUSE
NZ$379,000 (£184,786)
This three-bedroom townhouse features 
spacious open plan living that looks out 
over private landscaped grounds. The 
home features a modern kitchen and 
bathroom. There is a separate toilet and 
laundry room, and heating is provided with 
an in-built gas fire. It has a single internal 
access garage and carport.

CoNtaCt: Gold real estate
WeB:  www.homes4sale.co.nz

CoNtaCt: total realty
WeB: www.totalrealty.co.nz

FAMILY HOME
NZ$460,000 (£224,273) 
Nestled on a private rear section – sunny, 
inviting and extremely well presented this 
four-bedroom, two-bathroom family home 
offers spacious living. It has a modern 
kitchen and has well appointed open 
plan living and dining areas as well as a 
spacious separate lounge. The master 
bedroom has an ensuite and walk-in robe.

CoNtaCt: ray White
WeB: raywhite.co.nz

homes in Parklands, Christchurch

WHAT IS IT LIKE?
Christchurch is New Zealand’s 
second-largest city and the 
gateway to the South Island.
There are not many places in 
the world where you can be  
within two hours of an 
international airport, ski at a 
world-class alpine resort, play 
golf, bungy jump, raft, 
mountain bike, hot-air 
balloon, wind surf, whale 
watch and visit internationally-
acclaimed wineries and 
gardens, as you can do here.

GETTING AROUND
Christchurch is a great city to 
travel around in. With its flat 
landscape, it is perfect for 
cycling and walking, for 
pleasure or as part of your daily 
commute. The Christchurch 

bus network is extensive, 
allowing you to travel around 
the city with ease. 
Christchurch Council host 
walking tours, a weekly event 
around suburbs enabling its 
residents to discover more 
about the place they live.
 
LOCAL AMENITIES
With over 280 pre-schools, 
160 schools, two universities, a 
college of education, an 
Institute of Technology and a 
large number of community 
education providers, there are 
plenty of learning 
opportunities here. 

There are three major 
recreation and sport centres 
offering a selection of 
swimming pools, fitness 
centres, stadiums and various 

recreational activities. 
Visit www.ccc.govt.nz for a 
downloadable guide, The 
Migrant’s Guide to Christchurch, 
which has all the key 
information you need to help 
you get settled here, from 
transport to banking.
 
HOUSING MARKET
The housing market in the 
Canterbury region is booming. 
Figures from the Real Estate 
Institute show the median 

house price in the city is 
around NZ$418,000 
(£214,526). The northern and 
western suburbs of the city are 
particularly popular with 
buyers. New subdivisions are 
also coming on-stream, which 
is helping to steady prices. 
House insurance here is dealt 
with on a case-by-case basis. 
Rental property in 
Christchurch is unfortunately 
at a premium for now and the 
foreseeable future. 

Christchurch’s Cathedral Square, with its  
Chalice and recently erected Flag Wall
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